BERKELEY-SAKAI SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION
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&

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING

March 14, 2014 6:30-9:00
Home of Carolyn & Don Rising, 1152 Colusa Avenue, Berkeley

Members of the Berkeley-Sakai Association are the vital force in the sister city
relationship. Your support, interest and participation in this and other events
throughout the year keep the Berkeley-Sakai sister city relationship growing. We
appreciate all your work, continued support, and membership in our Association.

2014 marks the 47" anniversary of Berkeley’s sister city relationship with Sakai.
Many exchanges between Berkeley and Sakai citizens have taken place over that span
of time. We are very lucky to have such a wonderful, generous, warm and hospitable
sister city as Sakai.

If you can attend this year’s annual dinner, please bring an entree or salad to serve
about 8 people and a beverage of your choice. We look forward to seeing you.

PROPOSED BOARD FOR 2014
Gary Gibson, Chairman
Don Rising, Vice Chairman
Maria LaForge, Treasurer
Linda Komendant, Secretary

Bonnie Borucki Carolyn Rising Jay Sordean
Juri Komendant Sandy Quong Sally Stevens
Judith Sanderson Noriko Nishizawa Chino Green
Vicki Chardak Roy Nierenberg Steve Rego
Brad McCullough Celina Borucki-Gibson, Student Rep Cheryl Rego
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Sister City Relationship/Bonnie
It has been fascinating to learn about the
history of the sister city programs,
officially started in 1956, to promote
global citizenship. Exploring the origins
and intentions of the initial sister city
programs provides a context for
developing future projects for the
Berkeley-Sakai Sister City Association.
For example, keeping the vision of the
cultural exchange and friendships on a
person-to-person basis as a means of
creating a solid structure for world peace
provides a strong promotional message
to extend towards new potential
members and partnerships. Connecting
with other local sister city programs and
learning their histories has also been
inspirational, starting with our neighbor
to the south, the Oakland-Fukuoka Sister
Cital Association, which celebrated its
50" anniversary in 2012.

Gary and I recently attended the annual
Oakland-Fukuoka Sister City Annual
New Year’s Dinner held at the Buddhist
Church of Oakland, where we met
OFSCA members and listened to
presentations from student ambassadors
and adult Board members. A slideshow
of photos, dating from the 1960’s to the
present, gave insight to program changes
(larger delegations in the past) and the
number of dedicated members who have
been with OFA for decades. Three
student ambassadors from last year’s
fifth grade student exchange spoke
enthusiastically about their visit and
home stays sponsored by the Asian-
Pacific Children’s Convention in
Fukuoka, and one high school student
presented slides of her stay in Fukuoka
last summer. A highlight of the dinner
was a raffle of local products and
services and a display of ceramic art

from a member of the Fukuoka-Oakland
Sister City Association. You can find
out more about these programs on the
Oakland-Fukuoka Sister City
Association website at:
http://www.oakland-fukuoka.org/

More opportunities to learn about sister
cities are available online and this year
San Jose will be hosting the next
International Sister Cities Conference
the weekend of July 31-August 1, 2014.
This year’s theme is The Power of
Digital Diplomacy, right in line with our
own digital photography exchange
between Berkeley and Sakai high school
students and our Skype conference call
between Berkeley and Sakai in
November 2012. If other members are
interested in attending, you can find out
more information at:
www.sistercitiesconference.org

Researching more information on sister
city organizations, I came across the
publication Peace through People: 50
Years of Global Citizenship published by
Sister Cities International. You can
download it for free at:
http://www.sister-cities.org/50Y ears

I was fascinated to read that the oldest
documented sister city relationship was
established between my home town,
Toledo, Ohio, and Toledo, Spain, in
1931, 23 years before President
Eisenhower created an official Sister
Cities program. I have yet to read
through this 254-page document, but
look forward to reading more stories of
citizen diplomacy and cultural exchange
to better understand the significance of
these programs and envision how
members of the Berkeley-Sakai
Association can reflect on our own
approaching 50-year anniversary.



BSA Website / Gary

Have you visited our website? Over the
years, the Berkeley-Sakai Association,
through the hard work of our dedicated
Website Committee, has been building
and maintaining a website that included
current news relevant to the activities of
our organization. We had sections on
goodwill visits, cultural exchanges,
upcoming events, a photo gallery, and
links to related websites, such as the
Berkeley Artists Exchange and the High
School Photography Exchange. Over
time, the website was growing into the

communications portal that we hoped it
could be.

So why am I speaking of it in the past
tense?

At the end of 2013, our website was
hacked. You might be wondering, why
us? What was so special about the BSA
website that it suddenly became an
attractive target for hackers? Well, the
answer is: nothing. The sad truth of the
matter is that websites are compromised
all the time. The majority of website
attacks and/or security breaches these
days are not to steal data or vandalize a
website. They are mainly done to co-opt
computers into becoming relays for
spam, or to be used as temporary servers
for illegal activities, such as hacking
other systems. Hacking has evolved to
the point that it is now routinely
performed by automated scripts written
to scour the Internet to find and exploit
known security holes in software. Any
website can be victimized, and you
might not even be aware of it. Our
website was “captured” by such a script
and turned into a spam generator, or
spambot.

The fine staff of our web hosting
company quickly found the hack to our
website and notified me of the problem
right away. It was necessary to
immediately shutdown our entire
website in order to stop the spam and
protect the good name of berkeley-
sakai.org.

So what happens next?

The bad news is that our website is
down. It will be too much work to clean
the spambot code from our site. It will
be faster and easier to start over. The
good news is that as a result of having to
rebuild our site the new website will be
much more secure, flexible, and
powerful. We will be able to fully
support mobile devices and multiple
languages out of the box (we will need
translators to help with the content!). It
will be easier for our editors to add
articles and pictures. And, most
importantly, it will be a breeze to keep
the software up-to-date, as new security
problems are found and fixed.

The website committee will meet in mid-
February to “break ground” on the new
website. We hope to have at least part of
it up and running in time for the Annual
Dinner in March 2014. Stay tuned!

BSA Facebook Page/Chino

The Berkeley-Sakai Association has
begun work on creating a Facebook page
to increase its online presence. The
Facebook page will be used to update
followers about BSA projects, advertise
our events, as well as post news and
information about Sakai-related events
in and around Berkeley, and post photos
related to our activities. We welcome
suggestions from members about what to
include on the page and any photos




members would like to submit related to
Berkeley-Sakai. Members can send their
suggestions and photos to
facebook@berkeley-sakai.org

Because the page is still a work-in-
progress, it is currently private, but
members can find the page at:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Berkeley-Sakai-Sister-City-Association/
225188770938172?ref=profile

We look forward to making our page a
vibrant source of information about BSA
activities!

Kindergarten Art Exchange /
Carolyn

As you read this, there are 40 works of
art by the children in Libby Trumbull’s
kindergarten class at Thousand Oaks
School on display at Sakai’s City Hall.
We are happy to be working with Ms.
Trumbull and her all-Berkeley students.
Ms. Trumbull has been teaching
kindergarten for 16 years and loves her
young and vivacious clientele. She has
already begun teaching her children
about Sakai and is looking forward to
getting more information from the
Berkeley-Sakai Association to share.

Each kindergartner contributed two
pieces of art. They wanted to draw
pictures of themselves doing activities
they enjoy with people they love and
dictate stories about their art. Their
second drawings were self-portraits.

We expect to receive about 40 pieces of
art from Sakai kindergarten children
sometime in March. We would
appreciate your suggestions for a secure
public venue to display them. If you
have some ideas about an appropriate
space, please contact Carolyn Rising at

crising(@berkeley-sakai.org . We are
particularly interested in the second and
third week in April this year.

Senshu Marathon / Linda

Every year Sakai invites guest runners
from each of its sister cities (Wellington,
New Zealand; Lianyungang, China; and
Berkeley, California) to run in the
Senshu International City Marathon. For
the last six years we have been proudly
represented by the Berkeley police and
fire departments. This year’s marathon
runner was Michael Dragovich, a
firefighter and medic. He is 33 years old
and married to his lovely wife, Sarah.

He has extensive running experience and
was very excited about meeting people
in Sakai and seeing Japan. The
marathon took place on Sunday,
February 16™. Michael was in Sakai
from Feb. 14-20 and stayed with the
Hirota’s for part of his visit. He took the
bullet train to Tokyo for a few days after
the marathon before returning home.

Sakai Goodwill Visit 2014 / Juri
We are looking forward to a Goodwill
Visit by the Sakai-Berkeley Association
September 12-16, 2014. We estimate
that about 18-24 delegation members
will come, many who have visited
Berkeley before and/or have hosted us in



Sakai. We will provide host family
stays, and our activities will include a
Welcome Party, a Courtesy Visit with
Mayor Tom Bates, various host family
and group activities, and a Farewell
Dinner. At the same time, a Berkeley-
Sakai artists exchange will take place at
local venues.

We always enjoy a fabulous time with
our Sakai guests. If you are interested in
participating as a host family or in any of
the activities, please email Juri at
jurik@berkeley-sakai.org We can then

update you on who might be coming and
our planned activities.

Berkeley and Sakai will celebrate 50
years of sister city friendship in 2017,
the year of our next planned goodwill
visit to Sakai.

Artists Exchange 2014 / Vicki
Twenty East Bay artists founded the
Berkeley-Bridge Artists Group in 2004.
We were selected for the Berkeley-Sakai
Sister City art exhibition and exchange
held in Sakai, Jal?an, in March 2006, to
celebrate the 40" anniversary of the
sister city relationship. We joined the
Bridge Group, a group of 45 leading
Japanese artists (some of whom are
classified as “national living treasures”
in Japan) for a large group art exhibition
at the Sakai Cultural Hall Gallery and a
select number of solo shows at the Sakai
City Hall Gallery, along with artist
demonstrations and presentations, studio
visits, and home stays.

The next year Sakai artists were invited
to Berkeley and participated in group
exhibitions at the Berkeley Art Center
(which also celebrated its 40™
anniversary in 2007), the Richmond Art
Center, and the Alta Bates Hospital

Gallery. The Sakai artists were treated
to an array of art and cultural events as
well as demonstrations, studio visits, and
home stays with the Berkeley artists.
From 2008 to the present the Sakai
artists have annually invited the
Berkeley artists to send work to
collaborative exhibits they have
organized. In September 2014 (Sept. 12-
16), a Sakai Goodwill Delegation will
visit Berkeley, and we are extending an
invitation to the Bridge artists to visit at
the same time. We hope to organize a
collaborative art exhibit during this time,
an exchange that includes hosting artists
and studio/museum/gallery visits, etc.

Photography Exchange / Gary
The Berkeley-Sakai Digital Photography
Exchange is now in its fourth year. It
was established in 2010 as a way to
connect high school students from
Berkeley and Sakai. The goal of the
exchange is to promote a cultural
dialogue through the photographs taken
by the students of each sister city. The
teachers who manage the exchange
believe that art, and the art-making
process, is a universal experience and
that photography is a great lens for
seeing into the worlds in which we live.
Through photographs, students can
create a shared awareness of what it
means to be a teenager in the two sister
cities. The combination of two modern
technologies, digital photographs and the
internet, allows us to create a shared
experience that transcends the limits of
time and space.

This has been an exciting project for the
participants. It has allowed them to gain
a more personal look into the lives of
fellow high school students in another
land. In previous years, the students
have shared photographs on the themes



of light, friendship, and their respective
cities. This year’s theme is Faces of the
Future, Faces of the Past. This is a
simple project that focuses on the art of
the portrait and gives the students a
chance to show the power of the face.

The teachers from both high schools
have communicated with each other and
have finalized the dates of the exchange.
The exchange will run from mid-January
through mid-April. Submissions will be
coordinated by the photography teachers
of both schools and will be displayed in
a virtual gallery on the website:

http://photoexchange.berkeley-sakai.org

Images from some of the previous
exchanges are still available on the
website.

This year the photo exchange will
expand the dialog between the two
schools by having each student
photographer provide a picture of
themselves, along with their name, their
age, and a message about their hope for
the future. In this way we will promote
the Berkeley-Sakai Sister City
Association ideal of “creating a
peaceful world through culture and
friendship.”

Everyone involved is very excited to
continue the photo exchange.

In Memorium - David Stevens
With a heavy heart we had to say good-
bye to Dave Stevens who died
September 26, 2013. He was born in
Safford, Arizona, on November 19, 1931
and grew up mostly in Butte, Montana,
and Los Angeles, California. He spent 5
years in the Navy and then attended the
California Institute of Technology,

receiving his B.S. degree in Applied
Mathematics. Dave started working on
his Masters at UC Berkeley, where he
met the love of his life, Sally Edwards (a
long-time BSA Board member), whom
he married on June 4, 1960. A son,
Alan, followed in 1961, and a daughter,
Molly, in 1964.

While working towards his Ph.D., Dave
joined the Lawrence Berkeley Lab as a
computer programmer and stayed with
the Lab until his retirement. During his
time in the Navy, he was stationed in
Japan for a while. This led to a life-long
love of travel and an interest and
fondness for Japan.

Dave loved music and sang in the choir
at All Souls Episcopal Church and
belonged to the UC Faculty Monk’s
Chorus. His love of theater led him to
annual performances in Town and Gown
plays. Dave was also a member of the
British group, The Crossword Club, for
whom he created and published several
Cryptic Crossword Puzzles and also
loved to play bridge, chess, poker,
scrabble and any other game of friendly
competition. A man of many interests -
we were lucky to know him, and we will
miss him dearly.

Dave and Sally with Yoshiyasu Morii on
Goodwill Visit in 2003



