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2016 Annual Meeting & Potluck
Friday March 11 — 6:30 PM
1152 Colusa Ave
(Carolyn and Don Rising’s)

Please bring an appetizer, a salad, or side dish to serve 6, plus something to drink; Board will supply main
course, dessert, and beverages.




Proposed Organization (to be voted on at the annual meeting)

President: Gary Gibson

Vice-president: Don Rising

Treasurer: Maria La Forge

Secretary: Linda Komendant

Directors: Bonnie Borucki, Celina Borucki-Gibson, Vicki Chardak, Chino Green, Juri Komendant,
Brad McCullough, Roy Nierenberg, Noriko Nishizawa, Cheryl Rego, Steve Rego, Carolyn Rising,
Jay Sordean, and Sally Stevens.

Welcome to 2016
Your Board of Directors

You are cordially invited to join or renew your membership in the Berkeley-Sakai Association. The
Berkeley-Sakai Association is a non-profit organization, established in 1967, to promote goodwill
and friendship between the citizens of Berkeley and our sister city, Sakai, Japan.

The Berkeley-Sakai Association has been active and successful in arranging student exchange
programs, goodwill visits, school visits and programs, marathon runners, artist exchanges,
kindergarten art exchanges, and individual visits and home stays with Sakai since 1967.

Our success comes from your support and contributions. Thank you for being a member. Your
membership envelope is enclosed.

If you would like to receive information about future Berkeley-Sakai Association events, please
include your e-mail address or visit us on Facebook or our website at www.berkeley-sakai.org
Please visit it periodically for we are continuously working on it.

2016 Student Exchange

This year marks the beginning of a new student exchange program between Berkeley and Sakai.
Five high school girls and three chaperones will travel to Japan July 28 to August 8, 2016 and spend
4 days in Sakai. All chaperones are current Berkeley-Sakai Association Board members and
include Cheryl Rego, Brad McCullough, and Jay Sordean. Two of the girls are the grandaughters of
one of the founding members of our Association, Tad Hirota.

During their stay in Sakai, they will have a host family stay and interact with other high school
students. They will go on to visit Kyoto and Hiroshima before returning home.

Kindergarten Art Exchange

Our Kindergarten Art Exchange curator in Sakai, Minoru Sasaki, was delighted to receive 37
colorful artworks completed by the kindergarten students of Libby Trumbull of Thousand Oaks
Elementary School in Berkeley. The pictures, with text, will be hung in two venues in January and
February. One of those venues is Sakai City Hall where they are installed on rolling boards in the
lobby or in the mostly glass-walled scenic view room on the top floor. Over the years since the
exchange began, we have received photographs of the citizens of Sakai enjoying our kindergarten
art.

The Berkeley students' art is returned in March with about 40 works of art from students in Sakai.
Their art is displayed in churches and Thousand Oaks School, but we are looking for another secure
exhibit space where more Berkeley citizens can enjoy it. If you can suggest a space, please call
Carolyn Rising at 510 524-2490.



We are grateful to our board member Noriko Nishizawa who translates our students' text into
Japanese before our art is sent to Japan.

Photography Exchange

The Berkeley-Sakai Digital Photography Exchange is on hiatus for the 2015-2016 school year. It is
scheduled to resume in the 2016-2017 school year sometime in the September/October time frame.

Members of the 2016 Student Exchange are invited to submit photographs from their visit to be
included in the next photo exchange.

Website

The old Berkeley-Sakai website was shut down in 2014 because it was hacked. Gary had written
the old website in HTML directly. We switched to a new website development system called
Joomla. Joomla has provisions for viewing from computers or mobile phones or other devices such
as 1Pads and adjusts the pages according to the characteristics of the device being used for viewing.
It is an open source free Content Management System (CMS) that produces pages dynamically
from a data base of articles, photos, menus, etc. The name Joomla comes from the Swahili word
jumla meaning all together, and the application originally started in Australia. The website

provider is sited, and we have gotten a special rate by paying $240 for 4 years, or $5.00 per month
for full featured hosting.

The website committee, consisting of Gary Gibson, Juri Komendant, Chino Green and Don Rising
has been meeting about once a month since last June, and has made progress in deciding the format
and content of the site, and has a skeleton site working at a different address for development
purposes . Learning Joomla has been time consuming. The regular website, www.berkeley-
sakai.org, is currently redirected to a Facebook page with some information. We hope to have the
new website working in a few months.

Senshu Marathon

The 23™ Senshu International City Marathon will take place on Sunday, February 21, 2016 in
Sakai. This year’s guest runner from Berkeley is David Gabriner. David is 36-years-old and works
for the Berkeley City Fire Department as an Apparatus Operator. Besides working at the fire
department, he spends time remodeling his home and rebuilding bicycles. He hand-built his first
bicycle using a Shimano Dura Ace frame and has a website about his bicycles at
www.43HILLS.org . He will visit Sakai February 19 to 25 and then extend his time in Japan and
visit other parts of the country. He will have a host family stay, a courtesy visit with Mayor
Takeyama, and visit a local school, among other activities. This is his first time visiting Japan, and
he is very excited about this opportunity.

2017: 50™ Anniversary of the Berkeley-Sakai Sister City Relationship

The Berkeley-Sakai Association will celebrate its 50 year sister city relationship with Sakai in
2017. We have formed a 50™ Anniversary Committee to help organize and plan events to celebrate
the wonderful and enduring relationship we have with Sakai. We will keep you informed of events



on our web site (www.berkeley-sakai.org) and invite our Association members, the Berkeley
community and our friends to join us in the celebration.

Events to be placed on the 2017 calender will include:
: Invitation to the Mayor of Sakai to visit Berkeley
Tea Ceremony Exhibit at the UCB East Asian Library
Berkeley-Sakai Sister City Day
Sakai Student Exchange (visit to Berkeley)
Participation in the Peace Lantern Ceremony in August
Goodwill Visit to Sakai in October including a tour to the central part of Honshu

The Committee is also investigating other possible events, including tea ceremonies, Japanese film
festival, Obon dance and music, sake tasting, Japanese restaurant participation, Sakai knives and
woodworking, miso and mochi making, and a Berkeley-Sakai sister city bike tour.

The modern Japanese tea ceremony was refined in Sakai by Sen-no Rikyu, and Shimano bicycle
and fishing reels are produced in Sakai. Shimano-san is the current President of the Sakai-Berkeley
Association.

If you have some wonderful ideas for helping us celebrate our 50™ anniversary, or would like to
participate or join our committee, please Email us at info@berkeley-sakai.org.

Emperor’s Birthday Celebration
Gary Gibson

Every year in December, the Consul General of Japan in San Francisco hosts an invitation-only
reception in honor of the Emperor of Japan’s birthday. This year, upon the occasion of the
Emperor’s 82™ birthday, the new Consul General, Mr. Jun Yamada (who replaced Consul General
Masato Watanabe in May 2015), hosted the reception at his official residence. Four members of the
Berkeley-Sakai Association board of directors attended as his guests: Gary Gibson (Chairman),
Bonnie Borucki (Outreach coordinator), Carolyn Rising (Kindergarten Art Exchange), and Jay
Sordean (Student Exchange).

The Emperor’s birthday reception is a good opportunity to catch up on news from our fellow sister
city organizations, meet and greet old friends, and make new contacts. This year was no exception.
Nearly 350 guests were in attendance, and among them were representatives from nearly every
sister city organization in California. This was the largest turnout in the history of this event.

There was a brief program, starting with a speech by the Consul General wherein he outlined the
many achievements made in Japan-California and Japan-US relations in 2015. Highlights included:

* The first visit of the Prime Minister of Japan to SF in 26 years and his first ever visit to
Silicon Valley.

* The 102nd California sister city: Menlo Park and Bizen

* Collaboration with Japan on the California high-speed rail project

* Growing cooperation between the two countries on climate change (Japan is hosting
the G7 summit)

The short program closed with an announcement of the 50" anniversary of the Berkeley-Sakai sister
city relationship in 2017. Attendees were invited to check out tables promoting Sakai and the



anniversary. The flyer that Hiromi Tada, of Sakai City government, put together was on display
everywhere!

Along with the booths promoting the many fine features and products of Sakai City, and booths
promoting Fukushima, was a 3D display showing the high-speed trains operated by the East Japan
Railway Company, who is part of the team working with California. Once you put on the 3D
glasses it was like you were riding along.

Even though it was a bit crowded, we still managed to make a few helpful contacts. Carolyn spoke
with the woman who put together all of the beautiful ikebana flower arrangements that adorned
every table. She is willing to teach a small ikebana class as part of the 50" anniversary celebration. I
was able to speak with the new Consul General about the Berkeley-Sakai 50" anniversary. The
Consulate is committed to helping make the celebration of this important milestone a success.

All in all, this was a very enjoyable and auspicious event.

News from Northern and Central California Sister Cities Associations

The Office of the Consulate-General of Japan in San Francisco publishes a bi-monthly newsletter
about events and news of the Northern and Central CA Sister Cities Associations. You can also find
out about other Northern and Central CA Sister Cities events from the Consulate website at
http://www .sf.us.emb-japan.go.jp.

Articles in recent Consulate-General of Japan newsletters describe student exchange visits between
about a dozen Northern CA cities and their Japanese Associate Cities. Livermore, Cupertino, San
Mateo, Fairfield, Oakland, Santa Clara, and Sunnyvale sent students to Japan last year on exchange
trips. Bakersfield, South San Francisco, Millbrae, and Watsonville hosted students from Japan in
their cities. Other news included a write-up on the Millbrae Japanese Cultural Festival last October.
The mayor of Millbrae's Sister City, Hanyu Japan, attended the festival along with a delegation of
seven other visitors from Hanyu.

OFSCA, the Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association, shared many events with BSA last year (and
this year) including the Moon Viewing Ceremony at Lake Merritt in Oakland, and the OSFCA
annual holiday dinner. Both events were attended by a handful of BSA members. Linda and Juri
also attended the Annual OFSCA New Year's Eve Dinner where the new OFSCA exchange
students for 2016 were announced.

This year we are looking forward to announcing our own delegation of high school students who
will be visiting Sakai in August.

For more news on Northern and Central California Sister Cities Associations, visit
Consulate General of Japan in San Francisco on Facebook.





